THE ALLIES:

March 15, 1945: Nine months after D-Day, the Allied forces have finally pushed the German army back into their own territory.  For the first time in 6 years, the war is being brought home to the aggressors.  The tables have now reversed themselves - Allied supply lines snake along hundreds of miles from the ports in Northern France, while the German forces are fighting in their own backyards.  Rather than crumble, however, the Axis powers now have something concrete to fight for - the defense of the Fatherland!  While fanatic SS troops fight bitterly on in Germany, V1 and V2 rockets terrorize the citizens of London.

However, the Allied air forces rule the skies!  One week ago, an Allied reconnaissance flight noted a large German train and convoy surreptitiously heading west from Berlin.  Later flights have followed its approximate progress as it winds it's way towards the western front, now accompanied by a small convoy of assorted vehicles.  In two cases, close-flying reconnaissance planes came under heavy antiaircraft fire and were forced to retreat, but not before they identified a massive railgun on the train. 

SHAEF (Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expeditionary Force) began experiencing a great deal of consternation regarding this phantom train.  Although supplies are by this time streaming into the continent, they are entering through a very small number of ports; losing even one has the potential to turn the tide of the war.  The upper echelons fear that the gun may be heading to disrupt the tenuous supply situation.

Adding to the furor is the interception of a number of Enigma coded messages being sent to and from the areas that the train is passing through.  Having used the resources at Bletchley Park to break the codes, it appears that a number of high ranking officials are now traveling with the train.  Amongst them: the Director of Germany's X-Weapons Program, the organization that brought rocket planes, V1 and V2s, and jet airplanes to the war effort.

Understandably, this information has caused a major stir at SHAEF.  It seems possible that the situation may be even more dire than originally thought.  If the railgun incorporates some newly developed secret weapon, there is no telling what devastation may result.  Rumors of atomic weapons are abounding back in the States; no one wants to consider what may happen if the railgun, armed with some new, powerful, and far-reaching ammunition, gets in range of the Allied supply chokepoints, or, even worse, England itself.

The top brass has determined that action must be taken!  A small contingent of crack Allied soldiers (mostly American, though there are some British representatives) race deep into Germany to intercept the train.  Having located it, they are to (1) disable the train, (2) kill or capture (preferably capture) the X-Weapons director, and (3) abscond with any pertinent information regarding Germany's secret weapons program.  

The Allied soldiers have managed to track the progress of the train for several days.  Finally, the best opportunity they can hope for arrives; the train has stopped in a small village to restock its stores.  The German soldiers are preoccupied and still far from the Western front so, with any luck, they won't be suspecting a thing …  

*******************************************************************

THE GERMANS:

The role of the Germans, clearly, is to (1) repel the attack, and try to prevent the Allied and Russian forces from obtaining their objectives; that is, to (2) defend the X-Programs director, and (3) protect the sensitive material located in the Officer's Car and the HQ/Radio Car.  Preserving Staudegger's life won't necessarily be a priority, though it certainly will benefit Germany down the line.

*******************************************************************

THE RUSSIANS:

Coincidentally, one of the units currently accompanying the German train is a Tiger Tank, fresh from the winter fighting on the Eastern Front.  The commander of that tank is Franz Staudegger, who was singlehandedly responsible for the destruction of 22 Russian Tanks in a single engagement outside of Kursk.  He has taken on an iconic antihero status in the Russian ranks, striking fear and paralysis in any units arrayed against him.  In order to undermine his legendary sway and revitalize the confidence and morale of the troops, a small force of Russian troops (living off the land and scavenging supplies) has followed his tank back from the Eastern front, with the objective of (1) eliminating this threat to Mother Russia.  They, too, catch up with him at the train (his tank is easily identified by the winter paint job).  Noting the Allied presence, they are curious and intent on not being outdone, and decide to stick around and fight it out in order to determine what they have stumbled onto.  As a secondary objective, they need to (2) try and eliminate the Germans whilst (3) staying alive long enough to share in the spoils of the conflict, and ensure that the capitalist dogs don't discover anything advantageous without knowing about it as well.  As an aside, the Russians will not go out of their way to help the Allied forces, unless it also serves their own purposes as well.  

