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LEGO® Users

of Central New York

GATS Display

Syracuse, New York – January, 2003

LEGO® Users of Central New York (LUCNY) – founded in 2000.

The LEGO® Users of Central New York is a group of individuals who have been using LEGO® brand products for a variety of creative purposes.  Our goal is to display some of our creations to others at various train shows reaching an area roughly bounded by the Finger Lakes, Utica and Binghamton.  We have about 10 members, with ages anywhere from teenage and up!  Thank you for stopping by and checking out our group’s display today.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:

Q: I didn’t know LEGO® made trains, are they a new thing?

A: LEGO® trains have been around for several decades in one form or another.  1966 saw the first sets with track and battery powered motors.  LEGO® trains are usually divided into three groups based on their operating voltage, but all are compatible to a certain extent.  They all run on the same gauge track, measuring just over 4 LEGO® studs internally.  Battery trains (4.5V) and 12V DC electric trains were available concurrently through 1992.  Unfortunately, the 12V sets were never available in North America.  The current 9V series has been available since 1990, and is the main focus of our display today. 

Q: This stuff isn’t “real” model railroading, is it?

A: LEGO® trains are toys *as well as* models.  They are similar in ambiance to the classic toy trains of the early 20th century, in that they cannot be, and are not intended to be, exact scale replicas of prototype equipment.  They can get close, and are a significant challenge to build and operate as they involve more “scratch building” than most commercial scale model railroad kits…and they’re kid pleasers too!

Q: Are they kits or do you just make them up?

A: Some of the trains here today are from regular LEGO® kits.  What you see displayed includes a few stock "out-of-the-box" LEGO® sets, as well as a large number of custom designed and built models.  These custom models were built by LUCNY members, using standard LEGO® bricks, without any instructions.  Try to guess which models are not original creations!  The nice thing about LEGO® Trains is that you can always change what you have built already.  If you don’t like LEGO® designs, you can change them into anything you can imagine.  It’s the ultimate in kit bashing, with no waste as your mistakes just go back in your parts bins!

Q: I never see these in the stores, where do you buy the sets and parts?

A: Very few stores carry LEGO® trains, and if they do, selection is limited or seasonal.  Most of the parts and trains you see here are bought directly from the LEGO® “Shop at Home” service.  You can reach them at (800) 453-4652 and they’ll send you the latest catalog.  You can also go to www.lego.com and look under trains for their current selection to buy over the web.  Over the last year, LEGO® has issued a variety of new train sets, including such items as tanker cars, passenger lines, and steam locomotives.  

There are a number of folks who are marketing their own designs and accessories, targeted at the adult hobbyist who enjoys additional features and complexity.  Visit a LUCNY member’s site www.hitechnic.com, or www.bricksmiths.com for more information.  You’ll need parts to make your own creations - lots of them.  One of the best resources for individual parts is www.bricklink.com.

Q: How can I contact LUCNY for more information?

A: Our website is http://www.oswego.edu/~sardullo/lego.php and you can also see us on LUGNET™ at news.lugnet.com/org/us/lucny or via email at lucnymail@netzero.net.

Q: Is LUCNY associated with LEGO®?

A: LEGO® has started to help various train clubs throughout the country, and LEGO® has donated some materials for several other displays nationwide.  In fact, LEGO® has provided us with some of the literature that we have available today.  However, we do not represent LEGO® or act on their behalf.  Various LUCNY club members own all of the items you see here today.

Q. Do you do other shows?  Will you come to my show?  Can you build a custom model for our trade show or museum?

A: We are always interested in opportunities to exhibit.  We also do custom work for conventions, museums, trade shows and the like.  For more information, contact us by speaking to a member here at the show, or via email at lucnymail@netzero.net.

Q. Are there any more sources of information on LEGO® trains or clubs available?

A: Most of our members met through www.lugnet.com, the LEGO® Users Group Network™.  There are literally hundreds of members from around the world.  There are also links to websites containing information on LEGO® trains, and other LEGO® related areas.  Some of our favorites include: www.ngltc.org/train_depot, www.baylug.org, www.brickshelf.com, www.pnltc.org, www.gmltc.org, www.1000steine.de(German), www.wamaltc.org and www.brickset.com. 

Q. Sounds expensive!  Are a lot of specialized parts required?

A: You can get started relatively inexpensively (costs per car are similar to high quality G or tinplate), as the train specific parts needed are a very small percentage of the total parts in any given model.  This diagram, courtesy of the Pacific Northwest LEGO® Train Club (www.pnltc.org), illustrates just how few specialized parts are actually needed in addition to standard LEGO® bricks you may already have:
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Thanks to GATS, HiTechnic Products (www.hitechnic.com), The Lego® Group, the members of LUGNET™, and train clubs everywhere for their contributions, support and assistance.
LEGO® is a trademark of the LEGO® group of companies, which does not sponsor, authorize or endorse LUCNY, our activities or websites.  It is the goal of LUCNY to follow the LEGO® Group's guidelines found on the "fairplay" WWW page at http://www.lego.com/professionals/fair.asp  
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